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Connecticut  holds  the  enviable  record  of  410  blind  persons  remuneratively 
employed.  One  half  of  them  are  working  in  industry.  Educational  advan- 
tages have  been  furthered  for  more  than  fifty  young  persons  who  are  blind 
during  the  past  year.  Six  such  persons,  one  a Negro,  are  attending  college. 
Regretfully  the  Board  reports  there  will  be  a marked  upsurge  in  the  num- 
ber of  youthful  blind  persons  needing  assistance  in  the  years  that  lie  ahead. 


The  Board  of  Education  of  the  Blind,  functioning  as  a service  agency, 
has  initiated  and  furthered  varied  benefits  for  blind  and  nearly  blind  per- 
sons over  a period  of  fifty-five  years.  Previous  to  its  establishment,  in 
1893,  the  Governor  acted  as  Commissioner  for  the  Blind,  and  limited  funds 
were  administered  by  him  for  the  strictly  educational  needs  of  a few  blind 
people.  It  was  due  to  the  inspired  and  persistent  urgings  of  a sighted 
woman,  not  a native  of  Connecticut,  the  late  Emily  Welles  Foster,  that  the 
Board  was  established  by  legislative  enactment,  and  that  the  two  institu- 
tions for  the  blind  in  this  state,  the  Connecticut  School  for  the  Blind  and 
the  Trades  Department  for  the  Blind,  were  brought  into  being  under 
private  auspices  but  with  generous  financial  assistance  from  the  State. 
There  have  never  been  more  than  five  or  six  per  cent  of  the  blind  who  have 
sought  institutional  instruction  or  care,  and  the  responsibility  for  furthering 
the  work  with  the  more  than  ninety  per  cent  of  the  blind  who  remain  in 
their  own  homes  has  devolved  upon  the  State  Board.  For  the  fiscal  year 
1947-1948,  the  sum  of  $188,359.00  was  made  available  from  State  funds 
for  the  various  services  of  the  Board.  This  sum  has  been  augmented  the 
past  fiscal  year  from  Federal  funds  in  the  amount  of  $27,965.32  under 
Public  Law  113. 


BOARD  MEMBERSHIP 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  The  Blind  are:  Governor 
James  C.  Shannon,  Bridgeport,  (Chairman)  ; William  M.  Maltbie,  Granby 
Leon  J.  Bascom,  Waterford;  Mrs.  James  R.  Miller,  Hartford;  and  Miss 
Marian  beuchtwanger  of  New  Haven. 

Stetson  K.  Ryan  of  Middletown  is  the  Executive  Secretary  of  the 
Agency  for  which  there  are  52  approved  positions  of  employment.  During 
the  fiscal  year  there  have  been  43  full  time  employees  and  4 employed  part 
time  1 he  functions  of  this  Agency,  summarized  are:  registration  of  the 
blind,  investigation,  home  teaching,  trades  instruction,  relief  and  assistance 
conservation  of  vision,  rehabilitation,  educational  advancement  of  those 
with  impaired  vision,  sales  service,  mothers’  counselling  service  conduct  of 
vending  stands,  distribution  of  talking  books,  promotion  of  activities  for 
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leisure  time.  There  is  vocational  guidance  and  health  assistance  for  those 
in  need. 

Sources  of  the  Agency’s  income  for  the  fiscal  year  were : 

State  appropriations 
State  operated  vending  stands 
(from  which  operating  expenses  are  paid) 

Federal  Rehabilitation  Program 

Expenditures  for  the  year  were  : 

Total  capital  outlay 
Total  recurring  operating  costs 
Fixed  charges,  grants,  donations 


NUMBER  OF  BLIND 

More  than  sixty  per  cent  of  the  2,515  blind  persons  in  Connecticut  are 
more  than  55  years  of  age.  The  Board  has  given  thought  and  effort  to 
assisting  the  blind  of  all  ages  to  lead  fuller  lives.  With  the  home-bound 
blind  the  services  of  the  six  blind  home  teachers,  who  are  provided  with 
guides  and  automobiles,  have  been  a potent  factor.  These  teachers  give 
instruction  in  the  Braille  characters  and  in  hand  skills,  and  aid  greatly  in 
helping  the  blind  person  to  adjust  to  daily  routine  without  sight. 

These  teachers  traveled  61,963  miles  the  past  year  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  and  made  8,788  calls,  and  served  553  blind  men  and  women. 
Certain  of  these  persons  who  were  instructed  in  their  own  homes  consigned 
fabricated  articles  to  be  sold  by  the  Board,  and  $23,545.49  worth  of  these 
products  were  purchased  at  173  sales  conducted  by  this  Agency.  The 
plight  of  the  doubly-handicapped  deaf-blind  individual,  of  whom  there  are 
eighty-six  in  Connecticut,  raises  a special  problem  for  the  Board  which  has 
employed  a blind  home  teacher,  with  guide  and  car,  to  give  full  time  to  this 
group. 

EMPLOYMENT  SUCCESSES 

The  Board  has  been  able  to  render  commendable  service  in  securing 
remunerative  employment  for  the  group  of  strong  and  able  middle-aged 
and  younger  blind  persons  who  chafe  under  the  burden  of  idleness.  During 
the  year,  179  blind  clients  were  served  under  the  rehabilitation  program  of 
the  Board,  and  seventy-two  (fifty  men  and  twenty-two  women)  have  been 
placed  in  employment  in  competition  with  the  seeing.  Connecticut  now 
holds  the  enviable  record  of  410  blind  persons  remuneratively  employed, 
one-half  of  whom  are  working  in  industry. 

YOUNG  BLIND  INCREASING 

Educational  advantages  have  been  furthered  for  more  than  fifty  of 
the  young  blind,  with  six  blind  persons  pursuing  academic  work  in  colleges, 
one  of  whom  is  a negro.  The  Board  reports  regretfully  that  there  will  be 
marked  upsurge  in  the  number  of  young  blind  who  will  seek  educational 
advantages  within  the  next  decade  and  probably  beyond,  due  to  a recent 
scourge  (retrolental  fibroplasia)  which  occurs  in  about  twelve  to  fifteen 
per  cent  of  the  children  born  prematurely.  It  is  the  result  of  the  growth 
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of  an  opaque,  white  fibrous  tissue  behind  the  crystalline  lens,  thus  screening 
the  back  portion  of  the  eye  from  the  front,  for  which  medical  science  has 
found  no  cure  or  palliative.  Two  years  ago  twenty-two  children  of  pre- 
school age  were  known  to  the  Board  who  were  blind  from  this  condition; 
now  the  number  is  forty-seven.  In  neighboring  states  the  conditions  are 
equally  a cause  for  apprehension. 

Workers  for  the  Board  have  made  1844  case  work  visits  the  past  year 
in  behalf  of  the  prevention  of  blindness  activities  for  545  individuals. 
Seven  of  the  individuals  served  were  accident  cases.  Fifty-one  persons 
received  surgical  or  medical  treatment  in  furtherance  of  preventive 
measures. 

During  the  fiscal  year  under  review  the  Board  has  rendered  tangible 
service  to  1,299  (fifty-two  per  cent)  of  the  2,515  blind  persons  in  Con- 
necticut. The  General  Statutes  permit  the  Board  also  to  work  with  the 
visually  handicapped,  and  in  addition  to  the  1,299  named  herewith,  a total 
of  361  persons  with  more  than  20/200  vision  in  the  better  eye  with  correc- 
tion, received  service  from  the  Board.  In  not  a few  instances  varied  serv- 
ices have  been  extended  to  a single  individual.  The  Board  now  has  383 
talking  hook  machines  on  loan  in  the  homes  of  blind  persons  and  assumes 
responsibility  for  keeping  them  in  repair. 

The  Board  has  recorded  in  its  annals  the  passing  of  Miss  Indianna  M. 
Thomas,  a blind  woman  of  Meriden,  on  January  10,  1948,  at  the  age  of  83 
years.  She  was  a woman  of  ability  and  strength  of  character  who,  in  the 
early  days  of  tlie  organized  work  for  the  blind  in  Connecticut,  accepted  with 
the  late  Frank  E.  Cleaveland,  a blind  lawyer,  and  others,  a leading  role  in 
raising  funds  for  the  work  from  private  sources. 


